	MINUTES OF A GENERAL MEETING OF 
DORNOCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

HELD 20th NOVEMBER AT  7.00 PM IN 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, DORNOCH
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	PRESENT 
Yvonne Ross, Chair

Jimmy Melville, Vice Chair & Treasurer
William Hamilton

Annabel Murray

Graeme Ross

Willie Melville

Peter Fairgrieve

Mark Whiteman
Cllr. Jim McGillivray

Cllr. Graham Phillips

Simon Young – TEC Services
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	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Judi Sutherland, Gordon Clunie.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING & MATTERS ARISING
The minutes of the last meeting (Sep 13) were agreed as a true record

Proposed – Graeme Ross, 
Seconded – Jimmy Melville
J McGillivray/G Phillips gave an up-date on some points – 

Dornoch Court House – property now to go on the open market.
Links House – visit to the property very successful.  Letter of thanks to Todd Warnock.

Dog Fouling – Extra signage possible.  Highland Council looking at additional staff having enforcement powers. 

John Mackay, TECs having a look to see what can be done from the tree survey.

Stafford Court – have been unable to make contact, ongoing.

Seagulls – please report issues around feeding seagulls to the local Service Point. It is believed that warning signage was up but has been removed.   Identify further sites for signage.

X99 stagecoach bus – it was noted that there have been issues again of customers not getting on the X99. A reminder than in the run up to Christmas the service maybe busier than normal and it is advisable to book ahead.  Pricing is also an issue, often cheaper to take a bus from Inverness – Glasgow etc, than it is to travel from Dornoch – Inverness. 
Councillors to shortly meet with SNH to discuss Coastal Erosion.  Will report on this again as to what can be done in local areas.

Areas of Multiple Deprivation – a review of how this system works for Sutherland is to be done (Sutherland does not currently feature due to our wide geographical spread rather than densely populated areas)

Overnight parking of campervans – traffic orders necessary to put up signage in particular problem areas.  Trying to work with Caravan/Camping accommodation providers to make positive steps, trying to channel users in the right direction. 

Jimmy – on recent trip north had great difficulty in passing lorries travelling tightly one behind the other. G Phillips to speak to the Police on this issue. 

Graeme – Coat of Arms – Chris Ferne has the template, can liaise with Kincraig shop.  CC should remain aware of what it is being used for.
Yvonne – a site has now been agreed for the erection of a beach shelter.  Y Ross will bring images of possible structures next week. 

POLICE MATTERS

No significant issues to report.
4 incidents of speeding at Dornoch Academy.

Confirmed that speed checks will continue in Embo. 

Damage to Dornoch Public Toilets, resulting in them being closed for a day. 

Embo Street Junction – Simon Young, TEC Services

S Young circulated copies of a plan for discussion, which show traffic calming measures on the Dornoch to Embo road, passing Embo Street. Changes would also improve visibility coming out of Embo Street. 

G Phillips and S Young agreed to look at the condition of Embo Street itself. 

TREASURERS REPORT

No report this month.
ROSE BED UPDATE
Some confusion over the actual type of rose.  Images have been sent to Cockers, Aberdeen for advice.  Alan Lockie to dig over the area at an agreed price.

ABATTOIR UPDATE
Funding from the Vacant & Derelict Land fund will be used to clear and de-contaminate the site.  ANM will then possible sell to HIE.

POLICE STATION CLOSURE
No definite plans for this.  Keep on the agenda.

WELL CLEANING
No issues that members were aware of but to be checked.

WILDLIFE INTERPERATIVE PANELS
Deferred until next meeting.

QUEENS BATON RELAY
No names put forward at the meeting.  Any ideas to go to Yvonne.  Closing date for nominations is 22nd November.

CC TRAINING DAYS
Unfortunately no members can attend this round of training sessions.

PATHWAYS

Station Road – contractor and materials ready to go on site shortly. 

ROADS
Drainage works at Birichen proved to be successful after the extremely heavy rain earlier in the week.

Simon Young confirmed that additional work on drainage/offlets is being carried out.  Please continue to report particular issues. 

250 Fleuchary (the middle road) by the post box – section of approximately 5m of very rough road.

J Melville highlighted continuing issues at the area at St Michaels Well, can be dangerous for passing cars.  Note – this would be double tracked as part of the planning conditions of a proposed development in this area. 

Cambusavie bends – work being done on this area, the road surfaced has been roughened which has helped lessen skid accidents.  Missing signage to be replaced, some work to do on white-lining and cats eyes.  Some drainage work to stop streaming across the road, and verge clearance to help sightlines from Balvraid junction. 

PLANNING MATTERS

CC have been asked for comment on proposed development of 33 holiday apartments at Royal Golf Hotel.  Comments to Graeme Ross.  Application can be viewed online or at Dornoch Service Point after 29th Nov. 
Other current applications are for West Church Hall, and Burghfield Hotel.  Have not been asked for comment on these. 

FUNDING APPLICATIONS

Application to the Common Good Fund from ESRA.  Yvonne Ross to speak to applicant in first instance.

Application to the Common Good Fund from Dornoch Cathedral.  
Both applications to be considered at next weeks meeting.

CORRESPONDENCE

Review on Polling Districts.  A review is taking place on amount of polling districts, and the polling places used during elections. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
W Melville – would like feedback from the Burghfield House on how things are going.  Y Ross to speak to both Russell Recky and Neil Simco. 

W Melville – asked for the area around the bus shelter to be cleaned of chewing gum.  The machine was recently used in Golspie – J McGillivray to source a contact for this. 

J Melville – delighted that the CC are looking to go ahead with the erection of a beach shelter, but asks that the shelter be a good quality construction. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

There will be a meeting next Wednesday 27th November at 7pm, to meet with representatives from DACIC.   
Funding applications and outstanding business will be discussed following this.

Members agreed to cancel the December meeting, the next meeting will therefore be held on Wednesday 15th January 2014.
Provisional 2014 Meeting Dates 

15/01/14, 19/02/14, 19/03/14, 16/04/14, 21/05/14, 18/06/14, 16/07/14, 
No August Meeting, 17/09/14, 15/10/14, 19/11/14, 17/12/14
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